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GALA x. VI. ix, X. 

And let us not be weary in Mell doing, for in 
due Seaſon we ſhall Reap, if we Faint 
not : As we have therefore Opportunity, 

let us do Good unto all Men, eſpecially 
| unto them who are of the Hoyhold of 
Fatth.' 7 53 

HE Subject I am. to Treat upon 

is Charity, or doing Good, an 

excellent and uſeful Argument, 
and a Duty ſo peculiarly recom- 


mended by our Saviour, as ſhews it to be 
9 a 


— EI — — 
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Keep, if we Faint nat : As we have thehefore 


a leading Grace, a principal Virtue of his 
Religion. And ſo indeed it is, for fince 
*. i 5 ſs extengeth, not to Gad, to . 6 


Ne: ajp/fo injirply bby 1 Wir i Lok of C 


This St. Paul had * to, when he tells 
Timothy, that the end or fu filling of the Com- 
mandment is Charity. TEN atter he had 
Exhorted the wi Il an: he he of God, 
Holy and Beloved, to 3 on ee of N excies, 
Kindneſs, humbleneſs of Mind, Meekneſs, Long- 


ſuffering, he adds by way of Eminency, And 


above all "theſe things * on C barity, u _ ts 9 N 


| Bond of f Perfection. AG r BY rn 


Since therefore che Deßgn of this thn Kar 
y Meeting, is to ade the Ends of Chari- 
by ſhewing, indneſs to the Perſons and 
Pawillese oo; poorer Clergy that! may con- 
tribute to the furtheranice 6 this ſo pious an 
Intention, I have choſen theſe Words.of the A- 
poſtle to entertain you upon. And let us not 
be weary in N ell doing, for in due Seaſon weſhall 


3 


opportunity, let us do good unto all Men, e peci- 
ally unto * 1 22 the INE of Fatth, 


Þb 


9— »— — 
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In diſcourſing upon which Words en do 
theſe ſeveral Things : 


Firdt, I ſhall ſhew what we are to under- 
ſtand by Well-doing, or doing Good. 


ji Secondly; The unwearied Diligence or Per- 
ſeverance exhorted to in theſe Words, 
Let us not be weary in Mell. doing. 


Thirdly, The Seafon of Meaſure of the Du- 
ty here enjoyn'd, As we have Opportu- | 
nity let us do Good. 


ami + The Extent of it in reſpect of 
56 Object, Which is, all Men : Let us 
n do Good unto all Men „ eſpecially unto them 
wbo are of. the Houſhold of Faith, 


Fifty, and Laſtly, The Romney and EA 
_ +, couragement here propos d, for in due 
: Seaſon we ſhall Reap, if we F aint not. 
Of theſe in their Order. And, 


_ 3, 1 ſhew what we are 90 underſtand 
by elldaing, or doing Good. Now the In- 

ſtances in this kind are many and various, and 
which take in all thoſe Ways wherein we 


may be beneficial and helpful too ne r 
| — 


uf a .* 


1 
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The Oblig ation is of large Exteat, and reach- 
eth to all * Conceras of Men, 'to their In- 
tereſt in every kind, I emporal and Spiri- 
tual, Prefent and Future, the Reliet of their 
Bodies, and the Welfare of their Souls, more 
particularly by ſerving Men in their trueſt 
Intereſts, and neareſt Concernments: As by 
inſtructing the Ignorant, and reclaiming the 
Vicious, by confirming the Weak, fatisfying 
the Doubtful, comforting the Sorrow ful and 
Dejected, and bringing thoſe that are in Er- 
rour to the Knowledge of the Truth. Theſe 
are ſome of the higheſt Inſtances of doing 
Good, in that they more immediately concern 
the better Part of Man, the Soul. 
And indeed what Worthier or Nobler De- 
fign can there be, than to be thus employ'd 
for the Uſe, and Service, and Benefit of Man- 
kind? What Prineiple or Quality is there 
more truly Generous, more Humane, or 
more Chriſtian than this? It is this that in- 
ſpires Men with Noble Thoughts, and qua- 
lifies them to be great and eminent Bene- 
factors, to become as it were the Salt = the 
Earth, 'and the Light of the World: This is 
that which truly nobles them, and lifts them 


up 


8 HR 1 , 
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up above the reſt of Mankind; Nay, which 
_— them like to the beſt and happieſt Be- 
ing, God himſelf, and alſo to the Son of 
God, who, when he dwelt among us, went 


about doing Good. 
Thus I have briefly ſhew'd what doing Grd 


chiefly imports, and to what excellent Ends 


and Purpoſes it ſerves. Therefore let us not 


be weary in Well-doing : Which implies, 
2. A conſtant unwearied Diligence in the 


Practice of it; the Confideration-whereofſhou'd: 


ſoendear this our Duty to us, asto engage us 


8 deep in it, and make us cheerfal and reſolute in 
the Diſcharge of it. We ſhould be ſo fix d and 


intent upon doing Good, that no Diſcourage- 


ment. ſhould rebate En Zeal, or damp our 


IE and cauſe them to the and ank | 
Nothing ſhould take us off from thi: Employ- 


ment, or make us weary of purſuing it : No- 


Cares, no Pains, no Fears, no Diſappoint- 
ments ſhould: ſtop and hinder our Courſe. 


But that notwithſtanding theſe, we ſhould: 


ftill go on and continue fleadfa8, unmoveable, 
always abounding in the Work of Well doing. 


And that upon theſe Accounts: 0 
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I; Be- 
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| 1. Becauſe this is the beſt and moſt profits 
4 ble Work we can be employ d in. And, 2. 
is | | Becauſe there; is conſtant Occaſion! for the: 
141 Exerciſe: of it. 1. It is the beſt and moſt 
profitable Work we can be employ'd in. It 
is indeed our proper Buſineſs, that which 
becomes us moſt as Men, and which we were 
deſignd for. And therefore the more to 
excite our Care, and Zeal, and Dilig ence 
here in, we have the beſt Example of al o- 
ther, that of God himſelf, whoſe chief Hap- 
pineſs conſiſts in being and in doing Good. 

| This alſo was the Em for ee of N in 0 
God, when he 8 „and lived in 
this World: To do Good — his chief Care 
and Buſineßs, his whole Pleaſure and Delight, 
and this the Angels of God, - thoſe active 
Ainiſtring Mise, are continually. "Integr 

On. os TIE | TS +3549: 

hy OE is this ConSirratiie: likewiſe to en- 
courage us in this Work, That by doing Good 
to others we moſh effectually ſerve our ſelves; 
and promote our own Intereſt: That by. dif 
penſing freely to the Neceſſities of our Bre- 


tren, and ſupplying their real Mantey cer- 
taitiy make the beſt Proviſion for our ſelves : 


Me 


Py 


4 
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We thereby engage the Hearts and AﬀeRi- 
ons of Men, we raiſe up Friends, reconcile 
Enemies, procure the Favour of God, and 
his Bleſſing upon all that we have and do. 
In ſhort, the Duty I am exhorting to is 
the more conſiderable, as it is a main Part of 
Religion, and the moſt acceptable Service that 
we can pay to God, ſo the Apoftle aſſures us, 
Heb. x111. 16. To do Good an] to Communicate 
forget not, for with ſuch Sacriſices God is well 
pleaſed, And as this is the beſt Work that 
we can be employ'd in; So, 2 
2. There is conſtant Occafion for the Ex- 
erciſe of it. What our Saviour long ago 
ſaid tothe Zews, is true alſo in our Days, Te 
have the Poor with you always, whoſe Wants 
require and continually call for Relief. That 
God in Wiſdom is pleaſed ſo to order things, 
is a good Reaſon why we ſhould perſevere in 
Well-doing, and not preſently ceaſe and give 
over, after we have made ſome few Experi- 
ments that Way. God in his Providence hath 
placed theſe ObjeQs before us, and that chiefly 
to try and prove our Virtue ; and conſequent- 
ly whilſt there are ſuch to exerciſe our Com- 
paſſion upon, there is no excuſing our ſelves 
4% LF*-4 LE 4h. is TT. 333-4 B ; from 


— : — CT — — — 
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133 from the Obligation. The Rule therefore 
77 | to be obſerved here, is what David adviſeth, 
Pſalm xxxvii. i, Truf in the Lord, and do Good: 
Do it chearfull Þ war it conftantly, and 
refer the Iſſue ry al to him. Come we now 

to conſider in tze 
Third Place, The Sexfor or Meaſure of 
doing Good: As we have Opportunity let us do 
Cood. Which Exhortation, doth imply our 
doing Good in the ſeveral Kinds and Inſtan- 
ces of it; more eſpecially Acts of Mercy and 
Charity to the Neceſſitous and Poor: And 
- theſe We ſhould do as Occ fion is offer d, or 
as we have Power and Ability to do them, 
for the Words 5: «arts thaw, as we have. Oppor- 
unity, do reſpect both the Time and the 
W ore of doing Good. (1 ) As to Time: 
Heeren is a Talent hi ch 
My 15 145 to every Man for the Pürr rpoſẽs 
of Life, ationg which this of doing Good is 
doubtlels one of the chief: And ſince it is 
given chiefly for this End, let us not miſ- 
employ and abuſe it, as too many do, but 
make it as tis intended the Inſtrument of do- 
ing what Good we can in the World. And 
becauſe we are uncertain what our Portion of 
that 
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that is like to be, whether ſhorter or longer, as 
God pleaſeth ; therefore it concerns us, whilſt 
it continues, to husband and improve it to the 
beft Advantage. Thoſe Words of our Savi- 
our, Tet a little while is the Light with you,walk 
whil3 ye have the Light, le Darkneſs come up- 
on you, is a ſeaſonable Admonition to all: 
For when Darkneſs is once come upon us, there 
is no farther Opportunity of doing any thing 
to any Purpoſe. When Death and Darkneſs 
hath overtaken us, then all our Thoughts pe- 
riſh and come to nothing For there is no De- 
vice nor Wiſdom in the Grave, ſaith Solomon; and 
he that goeth down thither, faith Job, fhall return 
no more to his, Houſe, neither ſhall his Place know 
him any mere. 

This very Conſideration of the ſhortneſs 
of our Time, and the inconſtancy of humane 
Affairs, fnould, one would think, be ſufficient to 
cut off Excuſes, and to baffle all Pretences : 
That ſeeing all the Opportunity we have of 
doing-Gaod,; and being helpful to one ano- 

ther, determines with thisLifeg we ſhould not, 
as is too commonly iſeen, trifle f. away in plea- 
ſing our 3 and entity ing our a ual In- 


cinations.. jy 14, h e rg] 
15 | B 2 "IN 


12 . SERMON Preach'd at 


Nor again mould we ſpend our Ivy and 
employ our I houghts and Care in purſuing 
our particular Intereſts, and Defigns ; but, on 
the contrary, ſhould look beyond our ſelves, 
and have ſome confideration of other Mens 
Misfortunes, what they want and feel and ſuf- 
fer : That by commiſerating their Caſe, and 
by ſympathizing with them, we may do the 
beſt we can to Succour and Relieve them. 

This ſurely in Reaſon ſhould be the Conſe- 
quence; and yet, alas, what a quite different 
Courſe do ſome Men take? How do they ſpend 
that Time, upon which ſo much depends, to 
no good Purpoſe at all? How very careleſs 
and unmindful are they of that for which they 
were born and ſent into the World? To do 
Good, What is that? Some odd and ſtrange 
thing ſurely, fortheir part they know nothing 
of it, neither do they care at all for it. Al] 
| the Good which they underſtand, or have any 
knowledge and apprehenſion of, centers in 
Themſelves, and ends in Appetite and Senſe. 
Ass for any thing beſides or beyond theſe, tru- 
ly they defire to be excuſed, they will be no 
farther concern'd in that Matter. 

Others again there are, who underſtand 

their 
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their Duty ſomewhat better, they know what 


it is to do Good, and are well ſatisfied, that 
they ought to do ſo in ſome degree: They ſee 


the Reaſonableneſs and the Neceſſity of the Pra- 


ctice, but at preſent they have other Engage- 
ments upon them: They do not forget their 
Obligations that way, but they will take ſome 
fitter Occaſion, as they think, to diſcharge 

e Sf attteds el al a 


And it may be they are much in earneſt as 


to what they intend : They really purpoſe to 
be Charitable, and to do ſome Good hereaf- 
ter, becauſe they like the Thing, and have no 
mind to be thought Covetous or Uncharitable: 


But, alas, What do theſe barren and empty 


Reſolutions ſignifie? Theſe very Men perhaps, 
whilſt they are concluding. and reſolv in 8 thus 


with themſelves, are by ſome unfortunate Ac- 


cident ftrip'd of their Poſſeſſions: Or elſe they 
themſelves are ſuddenly ſnarch'd away, and 
ſo go off without ever doing any Good at all. 
Such is the uncertainty of Things, and the 


danger of Delays; and ſince whathas happen'd, 


may happen again, let us comply with the A- 


ſtle's Exhortation, and as we have Opportu- 
2, As 


"nity jet us de:Good,.. But, 


\ 
: 
5 
1 
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2. As to the Meafure of doing it. Now to 
* height or degree, that is to riſe, I will 
not take upon me to preſcribe, but leave it to 
every Man's Prudence and Diſcretion to de- 
termine: Only I ſhall obſerve, That chari- 
table Diſpoſition, or an Inclination to do Good, 
is the ſureſt Guide in this Caſe, and that which 
will beſt direct us what to beſtow in Charity. 
For it is the charitable Mind or Principle 
vhich is chieffy to be regarded; which where- 
ever it is, will be ready to diſcover it ſelf up- 
on every Occaſion. So that we need not 1 
think to trouble our ſelves about adjuſting, the 
Meafures aud Proportions af Charity: For 
if there be fra willing Mind, ſaith the Apo- 
ſtle, it is accepted according toithat a Man hath, 
and nog accirding to: that be bath not. If there 
be a hearty defireand:willinggefs to do Good, 
which is the Life and Spirit of Charity, it 
is ſure to be done in _ eft hor rome and to 
the: moſt advuntagggſſGG. 

- [Some indeed are ap been nls 
andito pretend want of Ability to give as they 
ought ; but after all, they ſhould:confider the 
Matter well, and: not 'think ita Point in- 
different whether they give or not, or that 
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any thing whatever it be will ſerve the turn. 


That the beſtowing a little now and then, os 
dropping ſomething occaſionally , and by 
chance, will really anſwer their Obligations; 
eſpecially when it is in their Power to do it 
more conſtantly, and in much larger Propor- : 


tions. 


God hath e the Duty, and 
bound it upon the Conſciences of Men, which 
are to tell them when and how they fail, and 
to upbraid them for it. And befides this, for 
the ſake of Charity and as an encouragement - 
to the doing Acts of Kindneſs and Beneficence, . 
there is a Bleſſing promiſed in this Life and 


the other. The liberal Soul ſhall be made Fat, 


ſaith Solomon, and he that watereth, ſhall be wa- 


tered alſo himſelf Prov. xi. 23. And Eccleſ. 
xi. 2. Give 4 Portis to Seven, and alſo to 


Eight; and he affignsthe Reaſon, fer thou knowe 


en net what Ewil ſhall: be upon the Earth. In- 
timating? hemby that Clanity: and Alms-gi-- 
ving are Means of rr in ae Ne Dan f 


: ger and Diſtreſs. 


wy ain, Give Als, faith our \ Saviour, that 


y provide your ſelves not only theſe 
ac lea * * which mar 
3 td nat 2 


: 
| 
: 

þ 
1. 
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not old, 4 Trea ſare in the Heavens which faileth 
not, where no Thief approacheth, neither Moth 
corrupteth.. And Chap. xvi. 9. Make to your 
ſelues N of the Mammon of Vmighteouſ- 
neſa that when you fail, they may receive you in- 

to euerlaſting Habitations,' And St. Paul, 1 Tim. 
vi. 17. Charge them that are Rich in this World, 
that they do Good, that they be rich in good Works, 
ready to Diſtribute, willing to Communicate, laying. 
up in ſtore fon Themſelves a good Security against 
the time to come, that they may lay bold on eter- 
nal Life. On the other Hand it is ſaid, Be not 
deceived, God is not mocked, for- whatſoever a 
Man ſaveth that ſhall be alſo reap : He that ſow- 
eth ſparingly, fhall reap 125 and he that 
ſoweth' hountifully, ſhall reap bountifully. And 
St. Janies, He all have Judgment without Mer- 
cy, that Bath fhewed no Mercy. Which plainly 
ſhews, that a ſtrict Account will be taken of 
what Men do in this kind, and that Sentence 


ſhall one Day accordingly raf en chem. rn 
ſhall indwiconfider in the 
Fourth Place, The Extent of the 1 
reſpect of the which is, all Men. — 
us do Good unto a Men. By which Words the 
A e would 3 the Galatians, who 


were 


— ——— —ů 


— . ß ENS 
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were in Danger of Judaizing, not to follow 


the Exa mple of the 7ems, or imitate that cloſe, 


narrow, contracted Temper of theirs, but to 


love and embrace all Mankind as their Fellow- 


Creatures, and of the ſame Nature with them- 
ſelves. That every Man, whatever he was, 

ew or Gentile, Good or Bad, Friend or Foe, 
had a Title to their Help and Aﬀiſtance, as 
his Neceflities required. That this was no 
Stretch or Impoſition, but the proper Extent 


of their Duty, and what the very Laws of Na- 


ture, Reaſon and Religion did oblige them to. 


As if the Apoſtle had ſaid, Your Obliga- 


© tion in Point of Charity is univerſal and un- 


© confin'd, and reacheth to all, who by Virtue of 


© Want, are qualify'd to receive it. You are 
© now come off from Moſes to Chriſt, and con- 
© ſequently muſt quit your former Notions, and 
© obſerve what the Chriftian Religion more 


of © particularly enjoyns. One of whole chief 


Precepts is, That you ſhould love all Men 
© without Exception, and be ready to ſhew 
©Kindnelsto them, as it comes in your Way. 

Not but that a Difference is to be made, and 
à Preference to be obſerv'd, where Mens Needs 
are equal and alike :- for ſo it follows in the 

next Words, eſpecially unto them who are. of the 
59 | SE. | Flouſhold 
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Houjhold of Faith. So that if the Perſon that is 
in Diſtrels be a Chriſtian, his Caſe without 
Queſtion is firſt ro be conſidered, and that in 
regard of his Faith, and in Honour of our 
Lord. Such a one as he is a Servant of Chriſt, 
and a Member of his myſtical Body, being in 
that reſpect nearer to us: But yet every Man, 
as he is a Man and purely upon the Score of 
Humanity, is intituled to Relief, when ever 
his Circumſtances call for it. 
Seeing then that we are ſtrictly bound by 
Nature, Reaſonand Religion, to bear an univer- 
fal Love, Kindneſs and Good-will to Men, let 
us endeavour, as near as we can, to latisfie our 
Obligations. This is the only Way to evi- 
dence our Faith, as it is truly reform'd, and 
to diſtinguiſh it from any other : This: will 
ſhew us to be above the narrow confin'd Spi- 
rit of little Sects and ſeparate Congregations: 
That our main Principle is to love all Men, 
1 to be kind, compaſſionate, tender-hearted, 
* and to do Good as we are able: That we are 
careful to maintain good Works, and the Ne- 
* ceſhty of them to Salvation, tho? indeed we 
© _ _ don't magnifie them as the Papiſts do, or think 
that we can merit Heaven by them. 
This is that — Temper I would re- 
commend 
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| commend to you as the great Glory of Reli- 

ion, and which was ſo remarkable in the 
Chriſtians of the firſt Ages, that the Emperor 
Julian, tho a moſt bitter Enemy of theirs, 

et took Notice of it to their Commendation, 
Thus he in his Epiſtle to Arſacius, the 
chief Prieſt of Galatia, after he had 3 
mentioned the Humanity and Kindneſs of the 
Chriſtians, even to Strangers, tells him in 
theſe Words, Ale ep ei H Tov Idealo, It 75 A 
Shame, ſays he, that when the Jews will let 
none of theirs beg, and the impious Galileans, ſo he 
uſed to call the Chriſtians, relieve not only their 
omn Poor, but ours too, that we ſhould ſuffer ours 
to Want. By which we ſee that the doing Acts 
of Mercy, and ſuccouring thoſe that are in 
Want, is a Duty which even Natural Light 
doth prompt Men to. 55 

It is time now to conſider the Houſhold of 
Faith, in that Part or Branch of it, for whoſe 
take we meet here, and for which we are 
more immediately concern d. Theſe are our 
Brethren and Fellow-workers in the Goſpel, 
who labour in the Word and Doctrine; but whoſe 
hard Fate, oftentimes it is, from the Scanti- 
nels of their Allowance; and their Domeſtick 


Beens, to ſtruggle with Want and Poverty, 
woiy 4 EL, whilſt 
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whilſt they live, and at laſt leave a helpleſs Fa- 
mit y behind them | 
This is the Caſe of ſeveral "mY our Brethren, 
and a deplorable one it is; And now what is 
to be done for theſe, or rather for their Poor 
unfortunate Families and Dependents ? Why. 
let us of the ſame Order, who by the Bleſſing 
of God enjoy more eaſie Circumſtances, con- 
ſider their Condition, tender their Caſe, and 
contribute cheerfully towards their Support. 
As this is Matter of Praiſe among good Men, 
ſo likewiſe of Satisfaction to our own Minds: 
Whereas ſhould we be backward to do ſome- 
thing on our part, how Hl would that dete 
and what a Reflexion would it be upon us? 
How would that open the Mouths of the Lai- 
ty ſooner than their Hearts or Hands, and ſet 
them on te Exclaim, who have no defign or 
inclination to Give? 
It is true, the Apoſtle's Injunction is, Let 
him that is taught i in the Word, communicate to him 
that teacheth in all good things : Which ſurely is 
but juſt and reaſonable, eſpecially ſince God 
hath ordained, that they who preach the Goſpel 
ſhoull live of the Goſpel. hence! it is reaſonable 
to conclude, that the Maintenance of thoſe who 
wait at the Altar, and are ſet apart for the Ser- 
vices 
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vices of Religion, ſhould not be precarious, but 
fix'd and determin' d. To the end that tuch who 
miniſter in holy Things, may attend their 
Charge without worldly. Care and Diſtracti- 
on: 1hat not depending upon the Offerings 
or Benevolence of the People, they may with 
more Freedom reprove Vice, Faction, and 
Schiſm ; may ſtand up boldly in defence of the 
Truth, and diſcharge their High Truſt with 
Succeſs and Eſteem. | 
Indeed a ſufficient ſetled Proviſion for the 
Clergy in all Places where it is wanting, is 
what I believe all good Men could heartily 
wiſh to ſee: The want of which is an Incon- 
venience our Church hath long laboured under; 
but which, God be praiſed, there is ſome proſ- 
pect of ſeeing removed, at leaſt in part, when 
her Maj ss T's Royal Bounty ſhall have its 
defired Effect. Proceed we now to thle 
Fifth and Laſt Particular, namely, The 
Reward and Encouragement here propos d, 
for indue Sea ſon we ſhall Reap, if we faint not. 
Tam now arrived at the encouraging part 
of my Text, which aſcertains a Reward to thoſe 
who ſhall hold out and perſevere in Well-do- - 
ing. If we Faint not, if we don't give up as 
Men that are tired and worſted, in due Seaſon | 
we 
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we ſhall Reap, in the proper Time we thall re- 


ceive the Fruit and Recompence of our La- 


bour. Where it is to be obſerved from the 


Metaphor of Reaping, that the Return and In- 
creaſe will be in proportion to the Care: That 
if we Expect a plentiful Harveſt, we muſt be 
conſtantly employ d in this Work, as the Huſ- 
bandman is in his, who when he hath tilled the 
Ground, and ſown his Seed, muſt ſtill look at- 
ter it, or elſe loſe his Pains. In ſhort, if we 
endeavour to do our part, God is not Unrighte- 
645, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, that he ſhould forget 


yaur, work and labour of Lowe : but on the con- 
trary, He that miniſtreth Seed to the Somer, ſhall 


multiply your Seed ſomn, and increaſe the Fruits 


of your Righteouſneſs, 2 Cor. 1x. 10. 


As an Encouragement therefore to Diligence 
in Well-doing, let us confider the Advantages | 
that attend it, which are Pleaſure, Profit and 
future Reward. | 

1. Pleaſure, There. is certainly. n no kind of 


| Pleaſure more agreeable to the Mind of Man, 


than the Satisfaction that ariſeth from doing 
Good, which is ſolid and durable, pure and 
unmix'd. The Pleaſures of Senſe. quickly Va- 

niſh-and;gojoff;; but that is net.all;.they very 
alten leave an i} Reliſſi behind n But the 
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remembrance of good and charitable Deeds, of 
Kindneſſes done, and Benefits beſtow'd, that 
indeed is a perpetual Spring of Joy: It is what 
ives eaſe under Pain and Sickneſs and Trou- 
ble, what cheers the Spirits, and keeps up the 
Hearts of Men in the worft Condition and Cir- 
cumſtances that may befal them. 
What a mighty Comfort, for inftance, was 
this to 7ob in his Affliction, that he could ſay 
of himſelf, T was' Eyes to the Blind, and Feet 
to the Lame, and a Father to the Poor, and the 
Cauſe which I knew not I ſearched out: The Bleſs 
ing of Him that was ready to Periſh came upon 
me, and F cauſed the Widows Heart to ſing o Joy. 
The very reflecting upon the Good he had 
done in his Proſperity, did bear up his Spirit 
even when he was reduced to the Ioweſt Ebb. 
Nay, ſo great is the Satisfaction which the 
doing Good affords, that the very Heathetr 
we find took notice of it: Inſomuchi that 
Epicurus himfelf,who referred all Happineſs to 
Pleafure, did own that twas not only more 
Generous, more Pleaſant to do Kindneſſes than 
to receive them. To the ſame purpoſe is that 
Ex preſſion in Plutarch, 28 vεο A bo = dei, *T is 
4 greater Pleaſure to-confer a Kindneſs than to 
take one. Hence it is, that Xenophon in the Life 


of 
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of Cyrus, Which hi he deſigned to be the Pattern 
of an excellent Prince, repreſents him as ut- 
tering this Sentence, when he was juſt leaving 
the World: E wir vl, gen iyi, I haue been 
4 Friend and Lover of. Mankind, and now 1 
expect with Jay to ſhare in. that Mercy which | 
have ſhewed to Men, Thus did that great 
Hiſtorian and Philoſopher judge no Comfort 
more proper to a dying Man, than the Con- 
 fideration of the Good he had done in his 
Life. ; SB 4 
2. Profit. This I confels may ſeem a kind 
of Paradox to a great many; and I do not 
e but it does; whereas tis certain in 
xperience, and from the Promiſe and Pro- 
 vidence of God, That Charity or doing Good 
is the likelieſt Means: not only to ſecure what 
we, poſſeſs, but to improve and encreaſe it. 
Nay, ſo io 55 are the Advantages, which at- 
tend this Practice, that J yerily believe, did 
Men underſtand. and confider things aright, 
they could not bat, ank it their Intereſt to 
be charitable. * 

t: no Man 9 . DC "the leaſt 
Suſpicion that he ſhall be ever the worſe, or 
the poorer for,what he beſtows.; \ becauſe what» 
ever he | Parts, With in Kindnefs, and Compaſ- 


ſion 
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fion to the Needy, God accepts that as done 
to himſelf, and will ſee that he ſhall be no 
Loſer by it. He that hath Pity upon the Poor, 
faith Solomon, lendeth unto the 1 and that 
which be hath given, will he pay Aim again. 
God will confider ſuch a one to the full, he 
will have a particular regard for him, will 
bleſs him in all bis Works, and in all that be put= 
teth his Hands unto. And if ſo, then what 
other or better Return can any Man defire for 
his preſent Disburſements 13 
This again is the beſt and moſt 1 
Courſe we can take with reſpect to Men. For 
by doing Good to others, and by conferring 
Benefits upon them, we wiſely beſpeak their 
Aſſiſtance, if ever we our ſelves ſhould come 
to need it. A kind and merciful Diſpoſition 
is certainly very engaging, and will oblige 
almoſt to any thing: Peradventure for a good 
Man, ſays the Apoſtle, ſome would even dare 
to dye. Goodneſs is ſuch a taking Quality, 
and carries with it fo powerful a Charm, 
that it ſeldom fails to prevail over the Hearts 
of Men, | 
And not only fo, but that you may fee 
how ſerviceable this Practice is in other Re- 


ſpects, particularly what El Safe-guard and 
D Pro- 
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Protection it is in the worſt of Times, I ſhall 
give you the Words of the Son of Sirach, Lay 
up thy Treaſure according to the Commandment 
of the mot High, and it ſhall bring thee more 
Profit than Gold Shut up Alms in thy Store- 
houſes, and it ſhall deliver thee from all Affliction : 
[t hal fight for thee again$t thine Enemies 
better than a mighty Shield and ftrong Spear, 
Ecelut. iw 1, 12,13. 

Which Conſideration 1 me to make 
this [ hope, not improper Reflexion : That 
ſinee God hath lately proſpered our Arms in 
ſo fignal a manner, if we may aſſign any 
Reafon of theſe our "Succeſſes, befides that of 
the Divine Goodneſs, to what ſhall we 'ſoon- 
er aſcribe them, than to that merciful and 
charitable Difpokition which is fo viſible in 
the Nation. Certainly: to do Good only 
out of a Senfe of Duty, and with an humb ſe 
Aſſurance, that it will 'be accepted, is what 
may make us, if we pleaſe, a proſperous and 
a happy People. 

Thirdly and Laftly. „The future Reward. 
In Proſpect of which great and glorious Re- 
com 79 Let your Loins be girded about, and 

bts burning ; that is, ff always watell⸗ | 
ful Ai ad 1ntent upon the Work that is before 
you. 
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you. Remember what it is you have to do, and 
how very ſhort and uncertain Lite is: That 
now is the Accepted Time, now is the Day of Sal- 
vation : That this is the Seaſon, whilſt Oppor- 
tunity laſts, of Sowing to the Spirit, and of ſe- 
curing your everlaſting Happineſs. 

Remember likewiſe what an important Work 
it is, and withal,that you ſerve a Maſter whoſe 

Eye 1s upon you, and that obſerves how you 
behave.your ſelves: Therefore do not grudge 
him any Pains, or any Expence you ſhall be. 
at upon his Account, but rather be aſſured, 
That the more Good you do, and the readier 
you are tooblige Mankind, to help and relieve 
your Fellow-ſervants, the kindlier he will 
take it, and the happier you ſhall be. Conftder 
what our Lord himſelf faith, Behold, I come 
quickly, and my Reward is with me, to give every 
Man according as his Work ſhall be. Rev. xxii. 12. 
In that Day, the great Day of Account, when 

the Judge ſhall ſit upon his Throne, and all 
Nations ſhall be gathered before him, then the 
main Enquiry will be, Not what Riches or 
Eſtates Men have been Owners of, but how. 

they have employed them: Not what Figure 
they have made, or how Great and Splendid- 
ly they have lived, but what Works of Mercy 
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Wt: ſayunto them on his Ri 

; | of my Father recerve-the: Kingdom 

BE | you. rom the Foundation of the World + 
5 10 7 and ye gave me Meat, I was 
3 Thirſt and. JOS) on: Drink, I was a: Stranger 
1 and he took me in, Naber and ye Cloathed me, 1 
_ was Sick and ye Viſited me, I was in Priſenan and ye 
=: came umu me, e St. Matth, n 71.99% 
. 3 How is that? Why in as much as you hebe 
1 558 it unto any of Chriſt's Members, any of 


nis and yeur poor diſtreſſed Brethren, you have 


1 in effect done unto him. Then ſhall you re 
7 0 ceiye the Reward of Well-doing, when you 
© © ſhalhhearithdt Encouraging and gracious In- 

. ay ere ane, e and Faithful Servants, 
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